The Examiner is respectfully requested to amend the above-identified 
application as follows: 

IN THE SPECIFICATION : 

Please amend the title of the invention to read as follows: 

-INFORMATION PROCESSING APPARATUS AND METHOD 

THAT UTILIZES STORED INFORMATION ABOUT A MOUNTABLE DEVICE-. 

|Vi £ . Please substitute the paragraph located on page 1 10 at lines 9-11 with the 

O 

following replacement paragraph. A marked-up copy of this paragraph, showing the changes 
made thereto, is attached. 

—The ink-jet printer of the first embodiment has a configuration ROM like the 
one shown in Fig. 31. This format complies with the format shown in Fig. 14.— 

IN THE CLAIMS : 

Please cancel Claims 23-41, without prejudice or disclaimer of the subject 
matter presented therein. 

Please amend Claims 1, 6-8, 10-12, and 15-22 to read as follows. A marked- 
up copy of the amended claims, showing the changes made thereto, is attached. 




Vv V (Amended) An information processing 

i ^/ / communication control means for connect 



apparatus comprising: 
communication control means for connecting to an external device so as to 





allow communication; and 

memory means for storing information about a device mountable on said 
information processing apparatus in a memory area that is accessible by the external device via 
said communication controKmeans, 

wherein the device mountable on said information processing apparatus 
includes an attachable part through which the device is attached to said information processing 
apparatus, and a function assist part for assisting a function of said information processing 



apparatus. 




\^ ^6. (Amended) The apparatus according to claim 4, wherein the memory area is 
■r ^ , 

specified bayed upon information held in an instance Directory of the configuration ROM. 

7. (Amended) The apparatus according to claim 1, wherein said memory 
means stores, in the memory area, information indicative of the device mountable on said 
information processing apparatus and a jlevice that has already been mounted on said information 
processing apparatus. 

8. (Amended) An information processing apparatus comprising: 
communication control means for connecting to an external device so as to 

allow communication; 

acquisition meanslfor accessing a memory area of the external device via said 
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communication control means and^cquiring information about a device that is mountable on the 
external device; and 

display control mean^ for controlling a display based upon the information 
acquired by said acquisition means, 

wherein the device that ik mountable on the external device includes an 
attachable part through which the device is attached to the external device, and a function assist 
part for assisting a function of the external apparatus. 



40. (Amended) The apparatus according to claim 9, wherein said acquisition 
means^accesfees an Instance Directory stored in a configuration ROM defined by the IEEE- 13 94 
standard to acquire information about theyaevice that is mountable on the external device. 



1 1 . (Amended) The apparatus according to claim 8, wherein 
said acquisition means acquires information indicative of the device that is 

mountable on the external devic/ and indicative of whether a device has already been mounted 

on the external device, and 

said display control means displays the device that is mountable on the external 

device based on the information acquired by said acquisition means, and identifiably displays a 

device that has already bean mounted on the external device. 
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communication control meanyfor connecting to a plurality of information 
processing apparatuses so as to allow commumcation; 

holding means for holding, in a first information processing apparatus, 
information about a device mountable oiythe first information processing apparatus in a memory 
area that is accessible by anptlier infchjpation processing apparatus via said communication 
control means; 

acquisition meariSsfor allowing a second information processing apparatus to 
acquire the information held in tKe memory area via said communication control means; and 

display control means forgontrolling a display based upon the information 
acquired by said acquisition means in the second information processing apparatus, 

wherein trie device mountable on the first information processing apparatus 
includes an attachable pam through which the device is attached to the first information 
processing apparatus, a^d a function assist part for assisting a function of the first information 
processing apparatus. 



15. (Amended) The system according to claim 14, wherein the memory area is 
an area specified based upon informati9*ni\ld in^n Instance Directory of the configuration 
ROM. 



16. (Amended) The system accOTcWg to claim 12, wherein said holding means 
holds, in the memory area, information indicatiWof ^device mountable on the first information 



processing apparatus and a device that has already been mounted on the first information 
processing apparatus. 



17. (Amended' 
said acquisition 
on the first information pi 
first information processing appi 
said display 



The s^tem according to claim 16, wherein 

acquires information indicative of the device mountable 
Jpparatu^&nd a device that has already been mounted on the 

a 

means displays a device that is mountable on an external 



device based on the information acquired by said acquisition means, and identifiably displays a , 
device that has already been mounted on the external device. 




(Amended) A method of controlling an information processing apparatus 



that include/ communication control means for correcting an external device so as to allow 
communication, and holding means for holding information about a device mountable on the 
information processing apparatus in a memory area that is accessible by the external device via 
the communication control means, said method comprising: 

a transmission step of transmitting the information about the device mountable 
on the information processing apparatus, help in the memory area, via the communication control 
means in accordance with a request from tl/e external device via the communication control 
means, 



wherein the device momntable on the information processing apparatus 
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includes an attachable part through which tMe device is attached to the information processing 
apparatus, and a function assist part for assisting a function of the information processing 
apparatus. 

19. (Amended) /A method of controlling an information processing apparatus 
that includes communication control means for connecting an external device so as to allow 
communication, said method Comprising: 

an acquisition step of accessing a memory area of the external device via the 
communication control rt^eans and acquiring information about a device that is mountable on the 
external device; and 

a display control step of controlling a display based upon the information 
acquired in said acquisition step, 

/herein the device that is mountable on the external device includes an 
attachable part though which the device is attached to the external device, and a function assist 
part for assisting a function of the external apparatus. 



20. (Amended) A method of controlling an information processing system 
connected to a plurality of information^ prope^s)ng apparatuses by communication control means 
so as to allow communication, said meJhoo^Compnsnflg: 

a holding step of holditfg,lin^nrst information processing apparatus, 
information about a device mounta&l^n the first information processing apparatus in a memory 
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area that is accessible by another information proposing apparatus via the communication 
control means; 

an acquisition step of/llowing a second information processing apparatus to 
acquire the information im th^merwy area via the communication control means; and 

a display controj^tep-efxontrolling a display based upon the information 
acquired in said acquisition^ step in tne s^ond information processing apparatus, 

whecein the device/taountable on the first information processing apparatus 
includes an attachable part through which the device is attached to the first information 
processing apparatus, and a function assist part for assisting a function of the first information 
processing apparatus. 



"y^^^V-^Si. (Amended) A storage medium storing a control program for implementing 
a method of controlling an information processing apparatus that includes communication 
control means for connecting an external device so as tp allow communication, and holding 
means for holding information about a device mountable on the information processing apparatus 
in a memory area that is accessible by the externa/device via the communication control means, 
the method comprising: 

a transmission step of transmitting the information about the device mountable 
on the information processing apparatus, tueld in the memory area, via the communication control 
means in accordance with a request fron/the external device via the communication control 
means, 
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wherein the device mountable on ttte information processing apparatus 
includes an attachable part through which the device is attached to the information processing 
apparatus, and a function assist part for assisting d function of the information processing 
apparatus. / 

22. (Amended) A storagemiedium storing a control program for implementing 
a method of controlling an information processing apparatus that includes communication 
control means for connecting an externa/l device so as to allow communication, the method 
comprising: / 

an acquisition step of accessing a memory area of the external device via the 
communication control means ana acquiring information about a device that is mountable on the 
external device; and / 

a display control step of controlling a display based upon the information 
acquired in said acquisition step, 

wherein the device that is mountable on the external device includes an 
attachable part through which the device is attached to the external device, and a function assist 
part for assisting a function of the external apparatus. 



REMARKS 

This application has been reviewed in light of the Office Action dated July 17, 
2002. Claims 1-22 are presented for examination, of which Claims 1, 8, 12, 18-22 are in 
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